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December 2018/ Kislev 5779 - HAPPY HANNUKAH!

From the Rabbi 
Rabbi Cy Stanway

I recently came across a 
book review about the 
place of community in 
people’s lives that real-

ly resonated with me.  It is 
not a new idea but over the 

past couple of decades, it’s 
conclusions have become clearer 

and clearer.  Many years ago it was intimated in the 
study which became a book called ‘Bowling Alone.’  
Today’s study builds on that reality and reveals its 
present-day manifestations and offers up its own 
challenges.

Community comes in many forms, of course, but the upshot of the study is that community is 
an impossible idea to define because each person defines it for themselves.  For some, com-
munity is a devotion and dedication to an idea, a cause, an institution, etc.  For others, it is a 
one-off experience where the offering of service is what is defined as community and adher-
ence to a community such as this exists only as long as the need exists.  A good example of 
this is reaching out to a synagogue when a funeral is needed and, once the need is met, the 
outreach to the synagogue will be over until the next need.  This is not a judgement, but rather 
the reality of today’s Jewish communities.

This is a big change in the definition of what a community is.  In decades past, the community 
was experienced every Friday night.  No, not at Shabbat services, but at the Friday football 
game at the high school.  This is, to some degree but certainly not specific to small towns a 
smaller-town idea.  The people shared a passion, a love for their home team and showed out 
to support.  And while there, they would meet each other and when they needed each other, 
no one was a stranger.  

Annual Congregational Meeting
 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, De-
cember 16 at 9:30 for breakfast and 
the Annual Congregational Meeting.  
The meeting will share with the con-
gregation where Beth Miriam is at, 

what our plans are for the future, and 
will present the recommendations for 
the Board of Trustees and the Exec-
utive Committee.  It is an important 
meeting and you are all urged to join 
us and vote for the motions present-
ed.  We look forward to seeing you 

there.  No RSVP is needed.
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The difference with today’s communities is striking and the implications for 
Jewish life is also striking.  We speak about the Jewish community and it 
typically means a couple of things: our local community and the greater, 
Jewish community.  Both are easy to understand but the difference in 
today’s world is that it is as easy to remain as anonymous in the local 
Jewish community as it is to remain anonymous in the larger Jewish 
community.

The Jewish community will have to adjust to this new reality.  Jews on 
the Jersey Shore have every Jewish convenience they need or want.  We do 
not need to have a ‘Friday night football game community.’  We can get anything: rabbi, cantor, 
holiday foods, b’nai mitzvah, weddings and funerals, and so forth.  Our community is simply our 
friends and the structures of the Jewish community are our functionaries.

To some degree, it has been like this since the 1900’s as Jews began to assimilate into Western 
European and American society.  Today, though, the issue is much more acute and its conse-
quences, as well.

As I see it, the shifting of the definition of community is of vital importance to the temple.  To this 
end, we will need to explore how to deepen relationships with each other in new and innovative 
ways.  We will need to evolve what it means to be part of a temple to address the new realities 
of Jewish life on the Shore.  

In the coming months, we will be exploring these ideas which will affect the direction of the 
temple.  You will be invited to participate as we will outreach to all our members and maybe even 
former members.  Beth Miriam is going to define for Beth Miriam what Beth Miriam means to 
you who are part of this community.  

This is, in a sense, uncharted territory and is like ‘canoeing the mountain’ - a phrase that refers to 
the Lewis and Clark expeditions in which Lewis was assured that, in order to traverse the conti-
nent, all he would have to do is paddle the length of the Missouri River which would take him to 
the Pacific Ocean.  He never anticipated mountains!

We are in the same place.  The truths are that the world in front of us is nothing like the world 
behind us; temple leadership will chart new directions and possiblities in the coming months; 
temple leadership will adapt to new realities; there will be challenges that we can’t even think of 
but we, all of us, can overcome them if we seek to create a meaningful Jewish community in the 
traditional sense of community.
_____

On a personal note, I would like to thank Harry Silverman who has served as our temple Presi-
dent for the past four years.  Harry has guided the temple with devotion and self-sacrifice and 
has been a wonderful partner and confidante helping me to address the many challenges that 
often face a rabbi.  He has approached issues with calm and clear-headedness and has been a 
trusted friend.   Thank you, Harry.



Temple Beth Miriam and 
Brandl Restaurant

Invite you and your whole family for 
the 3rd Annual Hannukah present

 Community Menorah Lighting
 Wonderful food: Matzah ball 
soup, Smoked wings, Potato latkes

Monday, December 3
5:30 PM

703 Belmar Plaza, 
Belmar, NJ

This event is sponsored by the Membership Committee of Beth Miriam and 
Brandl Restaurant



After studying Jewish traditions sur-

rounding death, including a visit to the 

Beth Miriam Cemetery, 7th grade stu-

dents created reusable yahrzeit candle 

holders.  Coincidentally, this took place 

the same week as the tragic shootings 

in Pittsburg, so the students created 11 

candles that were sent to that 

congregation in solidarity.

From the Principal 
Stella Jeruzalmi Stanway



From the President 
Harry Silverman

From the Cantor 
Cantor Marnie Camhi

Chanukah will be here before we know it! Just like the High Holidays, it’s 
never early or late—it’s always right on time.  As a congregation, we will be 
celebrating together on Sunday, December 2 at the Sisterhood Chanukah 
Lunch and Dreidel Contest, December 3 at Brandl Restaurant, and December 

7 with a special Shabbat Service and Dinner (note the start time: 6pm).

Our fantastic Youth Choir will be singing on Friday, December 7 for our Chanukah 
Shabbat Service. They are amazing and I hope you will come and support them! Many thanks to 
Rachel Adler, Melia Camhi, Annael 
Shabat, Ray Shabat and Ava Usatin.

Shalom,
Cantor Marnie Camhi  
cantor@bethmiriam.org

Dear Fellow Congregants, 

December 2018 is here, and the end of the year marks the end 
of my term as president of Temple Beth Miriam.  After serving 4 

years as your president, I will be handing the reigns over to Dr. Barry 
Edison.  Barry is enthusiastic with a lot of new ideas.  He grew up in TBM, and his family 
has a long history here.   As Men’s Club president, he successfully invigorated the Men’s Club 
and can still lay claim to being undefeated in softball.  That winning attitude will go a long way 
to providing new guidance for TBM. 

TBM provides many outlets for those wishing to learn, engage and support.  Rabbi Cy’s weekly 
classes in Theology and Torah study are ongoing, with a new class, Adult Pirke Avot planned to 
start in 2019.  Membership and Programming Committees provide activities for the young and 
old with dinners, movies, speakers, and our summer favorite beach service.  Men’s club and Sis-
terhood provide valuable funding for the temple, and activities for their members that are varied 
and exciting.

2018 has been a challenging year, but thanks to the staff and volunteers, it was business as usu-
al for the congregation.  In spite of heating and computer problems, staffing issues in the front 



office, and air conditioner failures, the temple kept running.

We encountered a significant imbalance between income and expenses in 2018. The demo-
graphics of the area continue to change, families are still struggling financially, members are 
retiring and leaving the area, and the membership gap is not being filled.  Overall, our expens-
es are being reduced, and thanks to a few significant donations the deficit was reduced.   We 
are predicting stabilization in membership for calendar year 2018, and a renewed emphasis in 
2019 to attract new members.  We have to be innovative, and any ideas in this area would be 
appreciated.

Analysis of 2018 has begun; what I am finding is more of what was found the previous year.  
We have many families that have not met their commitment of dues or religious school pay-
ment, or require financial assistance.  Recognizing that dues/religious school income will never 
meet our financial needs, we hold multiple fund raisers throughout the year to augment our 
income.  Our largest fund raiser, the Kol Nidre appeal, did not meet its target.  If you have not 
already donated, I urge you to re-consider.  Unlike many charities, every dollar donated goes 
toward the temple and its many needs.  Regardless of our situation, we will never deny a family 
membership privileges and will go out of our way to provide dues assistance and scholarships 
for the religious school to insure attendance.  

We have been fortunate that monies invested years ago have provided us with the funds 
needed to bridge the gap between income and expenses.  Those monies, invested primarily in 
corporate bonds have provided above average yields.  As long as we don’t have to touch the 
principal, those investments will continue to provide assistance.  However, with current market 
conditions, an expected increase in interest rates, and a continuing deficit, the current business 
model is not sustainable for the long term.

We cannot continue to cut expenses and maintain the level of community that all of you ex-
pect.  We need to increase our income through additional members and a more targeted fund 
raising.  This will be an area of focus for 2019.

Our many committees are hard at work putting together programs for the coming year that 
will appeal to a variety of interests.  If you have ideas for activities that you would like to see at 
temple, please contact the office or one of the committee heads.  Their contact information can 
be found in any bulletin. 

I have many people to thank for their support during my tenure as president.  Rabbi Cy has 
been the person I go to when I have a question, and when faced with a task, he always volun-
teers to take it on when volunteers can’t be found.  

The religious school principal and the Cantor positions are led by experienced professionals.  
Fortunately, Stella Stanway and Cantor Marnie Camhi handle their areas without needing any 
input from me.  



The executive board includes Mark Cohen, Barry Edison, Brian Gillet, Barry Edison, Wendy 
Sloter, and Michael Gross.  They provide guidance and support, and generate policy and man-
age committees.  When traveling, they stepped up and took on my role.  A special thanks to 
Michael Gross, immediate past president whom I call on frequently for guidance.

Our board, which includes the executive board members and Alvin Goldman, Chase Kaplan, 
Danielle DelCuore, Lori Goldstein, Marian Gross, Pat Shapiro, Peter Grayson, Roy Dressner, 
Sandra Maseda, Steve Silver, and Stuart Lippsett.  In addition, we have many past presidents 
that still have an active interest in the temple, and support the board and many committees.  I 
am proud to recognize Brian Gillet, Michael Gross, Cindy Singer, Gary Pess, and Judy Berg.
Finally, I would like to recognize new additions to the temple board for 2019:  They are, Phil 
Falcone, Fred Eckhaus, Kathy Cohen, David Nussbaum and Kara Zappacosta.  These new mem-
bers will get involved in committees that they are passionate about, and their new ideas will 
help direct TBM to a successful 2019.

Temple Beth Miriam has been in existence for 127 years because previous generations saw fit 
to insure its future through generous funding over and above what was needed for the day to 
day operations.  Through fundraising, and an emphasis on membership, I am hoping that we 
can reverse the present trend, and put the temple on a sound financial footing.  Please help us 
achieve our goals through your generous donations, and support for your new president, Bar-
ry Edison and your Board.  As we move forward, I invite you to nurture your relationships and 
engage. We have many needs and opportunities, for single projects, task forces, events, groups, 
and committees. Please contact me, a Board member, or the office with your interest. I look 
forward to moving ahead together.

Thank you, 
Harry Silverman
President

What it means to be Bat Mitzvah - December 8
Isabella Leigh Mouta

To me becoming Bat Mitzvah means is a ceremony for a Jewish girl aged 13 and regarded as 
the age of religious maturey.  And, to me, it means being a more mature person in life, too.

I have truly come a long way since I first started at Temple Beth Miriam Hebrew school 
when I was in first grade up until now that I am in seventh grade.

I have gained confidence in learning so many Hebrew prayers and blessings and not just for 
my bat mitzvah but for all the holidays, too.

I am also excited to be bringing all the special people in my life and sharing such a special 
celebrations.



Sisterhood Gift Gallery

T he Hannukah Gift Gallery will be 

open during religious school No-

vember 18th, 28th, & December 

2nd. You can send students with  

money if they want to purchase 

items for family, or shop at any time from drop off 

through pick up. Come see our wide variety of fun 

and affordable gifts! If you would like to help with 

sales, contact Lisa Jacobson at lwarner5@aol.com.

Hannukah Luncheon and 
Dreidel Party

T he Hannukah Luncheon and Dreidel Tournament will be from 

12-2pm on December 2nd. Don’t miss 

one of the best events of the 

year! Cost is $5 per per-

son. Please RSVP by No-

vember 26th!



The Men’s Club would 
like to wish everyone a 
happy holiday season.  
Thanksgiving is a time 
to reflect on our fami-
lies, health, and overall 
well being.  I am thank-
ful for being the Men’s 
Club president the past 
five years.  Over these 
years we have eaten, 
learned about scotch, 
tequila, and beer, helped 
beautify the synagogue, 
took on Jewish causes, 

not lost a softball game, and most importantly, 
formed close bonds.  

In January I will begin my term as temple pres-
ident, necessitating me to step down as presi-
dent of the Men’s Club.   Al Goldman has been 
active in our temple for many years, serves on 
our temple board, has a very musical family, 

and loves softball.  The Men’s Club is 
very thankful to Al for serving as 
our next president of the Men’s 
Club.  

Barry Edison
President of Men’s Club

Men’s Club News

In response to the massacre in 
Pittsburgh, area synagogues, 

churches and mosques came to-
gether at Monmouth Reform 
Temple on October 30 to come 
together and support, grieve and 
show solidarity.  Rabbi Stanway 
was honored to have been a part 
of the event and led Kaddish for 
the congregation of 600.

Vigil for Sanity

Rabbi Cy Stanway and Rabbi Aaron Schoenbrun prepare the congregation 
for the Kaddish Yatom, the Mourner’s Kaddish at the Vigil for Sanity

Candlelight vigil in Pittsurgh opposite 
Tree of Life synagogue



We are grateful for the following donations
Religious School Fund
From Wendy Sloter

With get well wishes for 
Naomi Brodbar
Get well wishes for 
Pat Shapiro
Get well wishes for 
Meryl Ledwitz

Rabbi’s Discretionary 
Fund

From Mark and 
Kathy Cohen
In memory of Sidney J. 
Cohen

Tree of Life
Lisa and Greg Jacobson 

In honor of Briana’s 
Bat Mitzvah

Religious School 
Renovation
Mike and Marian Gross

A speedy recovery to 
Paul Levchuk and 
Wendy Sloter

Kol Nidre Donation
David Nussbaum

Kol Nidre Donation
Paul Edelson

In Memory of 
Mary Beth Nadler
John and Shelley Ibex

Endowment Fund
Rabbi Cy and 
Stella Stanway

TBM Funds

Tree of Life –Contribution $180.
The Yahrzeit Memorials – Dona-
tion $500.
Prayer Book Fund – Contribution 
$36.
Social and Community Action 
Fund 
Family Affair
Heimlich-Aaron Library Fund - 
Contribution $18
The Endowment Fund 
Centennial Fund 
Tzedakeh Fund 
Rabbi Joseph Goldman Fund for 
Jewish Learning
Heimlich Memorial Scholarship 
Fund 
Dorothy Hirsch Scholarship 
Rabbi Discretionary Fund
The Carolyn Meyer Memorial 
Lecture Fund
Neimark Shabbaton Institute
Berg-Bialek Youth Leadership Re-
treat Fund Conn Music Fund 
The Norty Kern Youth Scholarship 
Fund 
Arthur and Hazel Harmon Fund 
The Milton Ziment Fund for Scho-
lastic Achievement 
Sonya Grossman Art & Beautifica-
tion Fund 
The Katz Family Fund 
Temple Beth Miriam Wish List
Library Shelves – Available for 
dedication $1,000
Evelyn Blank Choral Fund 
Pess Family Youth Group Fund



Yahrzeit Candles for Pittsburgh

I n late October, Rabbi Stanway was invited by the Grade 7 class for a lesson on 
the Jewish traditions of death and dying with Mrs. Gross.  We had planned to make 
yahrtzeit candles as part of the exercise led by Principal Stella Stanway. 
Quite by terrible coincidence, the terror in Pittsburgh happened the Shabbat before.  
And so the exercise and the class took on a more somber tone.  The students all created 

yahrtzeit candles and dedicated them to the members of Tree of Life synagogue in memory of 
those lost.  Rabbi Stanway sent the candles along with a note of condolence from Beth Miriam.

It also happened that, after school that day, one of our congregants shared with the rabbi and 
Stella Jeruzalmi Stanway that one of her sorority sisters’ father had been one of the slain.  She 
tearfully accepted one of the candles with our love to send her sorority sister.  

The creation of these candles became an expression of our sorrow and especially the sorrow of 
the Grade 7 class.  But more than just an expression of sorrow, this class’ actions brought imme-
diate comfort to one of our own.  



Steve and Fran Silver
Stuart and Barbara Eichenbaum
Howard and Marian Jewell
Arthur and Judith Topilow
Mark and Kathy Cohen
Paul and Jill Levchuk

Ellen Garfunkle
Keith Kaplan
Alan Darnell
Evelyn Friedenberg
Norma Rosenbloom
David Schatzow
Erika Casriel
Scott Gerbman
Gina Gillet
Barbara Prestup
Max Rubinstein
Chase Kaplan
Richard Agisim
Scott Greenberg
Robert Greenberg
Anna Greenberg
Richard Schwadron
Thomas Gavin
Theodore Panis
Bridget Lysaght
Rebecca Levin
Terry Negin

Harvey Goldman
Irene Goldman
Robert Reisler
Shirley Berman
Geri Girard
Myrna Raskin
Margarita Tangorra
Elaina Lippsett
Lucas Seckler
Dana Galkin
Ava Salowe
Mitchell Newmark
Keith Dobrin
Aidan Ford
Paul Feinberg
Hilary Feinberg
Chase Kaplan
Willliam Fromkin
Tatiana Shabat

Do you have a simcha you want to share 
with the congregation?  Braces came off?  
New promotion?  Graduation?  New dog?  

Let us know and we will share it in the 
Bulletin!



Yahrtzeits
May our loved ones’ memories be an eternal blessing

December 7

Mary Beam
Martin Blank
Dorothy Burnhardt
Edwin Chesler
William Davis
Estelle Eisenberg
David Emmering
Daniel Goldman
Sidney Goldstein
Harry Gorsky
Pauline Green
Jean Halbstein
Howard Kastner
Mary Keller
Miriam Klein
Isreal Kotkin
Stanley Levine
Herbert Lippsett
Delores Lorber
Solomon Neimark
Benedict Neimark
Edith Shaw
Jerie Sloter
Anna Stamelman
Gilda Stanway
Nathan Strauss
Barbara Tanenbaum
Ruth Zucker
Susan Zaback

December 14

Harold Aaron
Adam Ash
Zena Barr
Bernard Bedrick
Moises Braiman
Steven Brower
Dorothy Burnhardt
Mortimer Cole
Gert Conn
Adele Elsas
David Elsas
Ethel Elsas
Jacob Flamendorf
Sol Friedman
Nathan Glick
Benjamin Goldwasser
Marion Grad
Rose Hader
Rose Hasburg
Adolph Haupt 
Jack Herbert
Estelle Hershoff
Delores Lorber
Kitty Lubin
Jeanne Michel
Edith Moore
George Moss
Benedict Neimark
David Ralby
PFC Frank Reingold
Joseph Rosen
Charles Rosencrans
Diana Schatell
Sophie Straus
Adolf Strauss
Milton Tenzer
Harry Vesell
Bette Wagenheim
Juliet Weiss
Harry Zuckerman

December 21

Helene Baron
Charles Brand
Marion Dent
Pearl Dworkin
George Eichler
Jerome Feldman
Mimi Fink
Beatrice Frankel
Gloria Franzblau
Bernard Fromkin
Julius Golden
Eva Goldstein
Ruth Gubersky
David Hershoff
Millicent Kaplan
Charles Kaye
Richard Klein
Irving LaKritz
Samuel Lane
Sadie Lawn
Bruce MacArthur
Barbara MacArthur
Harry Marshall
Hedy Miller
Irving Primost
Harry Raffel
Elaine Restifo
James Schneider
Carl Schultz
Harry Singer
Laurence Stamelman
Gustav Steinhardt
Dorothy Steinweiss
Howard Strauss
Elsa Strauss
Jacob Tanenbaum
Elias Teich
Sheldon Wolpin

December 28

David Berger
Teri Berkeley
Lucille Brand
Nettie Brodbar
Edward Brosniak
Lena Budish
Bernice Cholminski
Nathan Cohen
Sidney Cooper
Rose Denburg
Michael Erhard
Morris Fine
Frank Freidlin
Eugene Fried
Diane Gelb
Simon Gillet
Mary Gladstone
Michelle Goldman
Joseph Goldman
Leon Gordon
Mollie Hodes
Frederick Housman
Henry Jacobs
Morton Kavanaugh
Anna Kern
Harley Kuhl
Anne Landau
Lori Levine
Louis Levy
Lena Malach
Minnie Mintz
Jacob Norman Posner
Harry Reingold
Sadie Roseman
Lance Rowland
Rachel Sagalovsky
Mary Schapiro



                        @beth_miriam         facebook.com/bethmiriam    instagram.com/templebethmiriam 

President Harry Silverman hjsilverman@
optonline.net 
Rabbi Cy Stanway rabbi@bethmiriam.org 
Cantor Marnie Camhi cantor@bethmiriam.
org 
Religious School Principal Stella J. Stanway 
stellastanway@bethmiriam.org 
Adminstrator Frankie Langer tbmoffice@
bethmiriam.org 
Youth Group Stella Stanway stellastanway@
bethmiriam.org
Religious School Board Chair Wendy Sloter 
redheadwjs@comcast.net 
Building Superintendent Rosy Franceschy 
732-762-4335 
House Committee Keith Kaplan kpkaplan@
icloud.com
Invesment Comm Harry Silverman hjsilver-
man@optonline.net 

Your Board Members
Membership Steve Silver steve.silver@
gmail.com 
Sisterhood - Point Persons Debbie 
Gerbman dgerbman@comcast.net 
Cindy Singer cinsing@aol.com 
Relig. Pract. Sharon Silverman shar-
i4h@gmail.com
Immediate Past Presdent Michael 
Gross mgross@ghclaw.com 
Programing Mark Cohen imarkcohen@
comcast.net 
Men’s Club Barry Edison eyedocbar-
ry@aol.com
Danielle Delcuore danielledelcuore@
yahoo.com 
Brian Gillet gilletbg@optonline.net 
Alvin Goldman alvingoldm@aol.com 
Lori Goldstein lgoldstein83@verizon.
net 

Marian Gross mariangross@msn.
com 
Stuart Lippsett lippsett1@verizon.
net 
Patricia Shapiro patshapirorn@aol.
com 
Sharon Silverman shari4h@gmail.
com
Sandra Maseda sandyreym@gmail.
com
Chase Kaplan kaplanstudios@mac.
com
Roy Dressner rdres@optonline.net
Peter Grayson

Mazal Tov
Mazal tov to Araiya Casriel who will become bat mitzvah on December 1 st at 10 am!  Mazal 
tov!  Congratulations to parents Eric and Erika Casriel.  Mazal tov to grandmother Tammy 
Casriel.
 
Mazal tov to Isabella Mouta who will become bat mitzvah on December 8 at 10 am when she 
is called to the Torah.  Congratulations to parents Julio and RoseAmy. 

Mazal tov to Alex Tangorra who will become bar mitzvah on December 15 at 10 am.  Mazal 
tov!  Congratulations to parents Matt and Rita.



“It is a tree of life to all who grasp it, and whoever holds on to it is happy; its ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all it paths are peace.” (Proverbs 3:17-18)

Torah usually refers to the Pentateuch, the first five books of the Hebrew Bible – Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. These books make up the story of the Jewish 
people. These ancient stories touch upon science, history, philosophy, ritual and ethics. Includ-
ed are stories of individuals, families, wars, slavery and more. Virtually no subject was taboo 
for Torah. Running through these stories is the unique lens through which the Jewish people 
would come to view their world and their God.

Click here for this month’s Torah portions and commentaries

https://reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study

Learn some Torah!

Our deepest condolences to Jill Levchuk on the death of her father, Walter Kreisberg who passed 
away in November.  May his soul be bound up in the bonds of life and may his memory be an 
eternal blessing.

Our deepest condolences to the family of Mary Beth Nadler, a long-time and 
very active Beth Miriam congregant who passed away in mid-November.  Mary 
Beth had a deep love for Beth Miriam and found love and comfort in her spiri-
tual home.  She will be missed.  Condolences to her children Jessica, Meredith 
and David.  May her memory always be a blessing and may her soul be bound 
up in the bonds of life.

 We Share Sadness
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180 LINCOLN AVE
ELBERON, NJ 07740 FIRST CLASS MAIL

HANNUKAH BEGINS DECEMBER 2
Happy Hannukah!


