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myself, and I can completely understand if someone wishes to turn their back on

me. | hope you won’t, though.

There is no reason for what I have done because there is no good reason for it to
have been done. These following months and days since it has felt like walking
around with a sign on my back that only I can read which says, “ do not trust this
man, he is dangerous.” I wish to one day remove that sign. Today, I begin

removing it.

I once had the future within my grasp, my plan right ahead of me. I took it

for granted, and now I have made it impossible for me to ever achieve, but it is
something I must live with in order to move on. I am still extremely apprehensive

regarding the future, but I believe with the right motivation from my community I

can move forward dismantling any obstacle in my way.

my strategy now is|to focus on school, but most importantly strengthen and

rebuild my ties within the community. It doesn’t take just a village to raise a child,
it takes a village to help a child grow in more ways than one. I am asking for every

single one of you sitting there to not ostracize me, but to welcome me back within




the community. I want to thank my parents for being here to support me, as well as

the rabbi for allowing me this prestigious opportunity.

Thank you for letting me share the beginning of my Jjourney of repentance and

forgiveness and atonement with you. I can think of no better way to begin the

difficult task of rebuilding your trust.




