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January 2019/Tevet - Shvat 5779

From the Rabbi 
Rabbi Cy Stanway

The new year presents a sort of a touchstone for a new begin-
ning.  At the temple, we are at that new beginning, not just of a 
new year but also of new leadership and several new volunteer 
board members.  I want to personally thank all the board mem-
bers who are staying, those who have served so faithfully and 

the new ones who volunteer their time to serve this temple.

I have so much admiration for these volunteers.  And my admiration 
goes up exponentially for all of them especially when things are challenging.  Though they can 
easily say ‘no’ and not work to support and cherish the temple, they have said, ‘yes.’  For that, 
everyone of them deserves our deepest thanks.  

Our new temple President, Barry Edison has wonderful energy and vision.  We are already get-
ting ready for the transition on January 11th during the Shabbat evening service when we will 
install these new volunteers.  So many things are happening behind the scenes but you notice 
them almost immediately.  I am sure you will be energized and excited about the new things 
that are about to unfold.

All changes are hard.  But change is often necessary to continue to the next step.  The temple’s 
leadership has done an extraordinary job - often without acknowledgment or thanks or even 
simple appreciation.  Their hearts - and yours - have built this temple and are steering it on 
a true course.  Our new board members and executive committee members will take up the 
challenges and opportunities.  I know they will make you all proud.

Get ready for an even better Temple Beth Miriam.
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From the Temple 
President 
Dr. Barry Edison

On January 11th, I will begin my journey as our temple president.
 For those of you who don’t know me, please come say hello.  I am 

an ophthalmologist, just celebrated my 20th wedding anniversary 
with my wife Joanne and have two children, Paige and Todd. I love 

playing with my band and try get in as much tennis as possible.

  My father and I both had our Bar Mitzvahs at Temple Beth Miriam. In three months, my 
daughter will mark the third generation, as she becomes a Bat Mitzvah. I will work hard to 
ensure our temple is around for the next generation and beyond.

The book “Relational Judaism” by Dr. Ron WIlson, was given to our temple board to read 
a few years ago and it changed how I view our temple and furthered my desire to serve 
as president.  The book equates a synagogue with a community or your family. You may 
not agree with everything that goes on in your town or family, but your love is greater 
than a difference of opinion.  For example I wasn’t thrilled when Ocean Township changed 
garbage night to once a week. However I understood saving the town money will help im-
prove it. Just like in your own families you will disagree on favorite sports teams, current 
events, and politics.  Our synagogue family will have disagreements too but we are still a 
family.

The book also discusses finding your “one thing” to impact your synagogue.  I found a 
unique one thing at our temple coaching our Men’s Club softball team.  Whether big or 
small, set out to find your one thing that can shape our temple’s future.  If you can’t
find one, call me or Rabbi Cy. You will not hear from us that we can’t do something  be-
cause it hasn’t been done before. Times have changed. So much is pulling us in different 
directions.   Frankly, we as a synagogue have to change. Temple Beth Miriam can be the 
premiere temple. Let’s have fun, make friendships and continue to to build our temple 
from the inside out.  

Happy New Year.

Barry Edison
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From the Cantor 
Cantor Marnie Camhi

Happy (secular) New Year! 2019 
brings many fantastic pro-
grams and events to TBM.  
There are many ways for you 
to get involved and partici-
pate! One of those ways is 
our annual Purim Spiel! The 

theme for this year has not been announced yet (as of the time of pub-
lishing this newsletter), but it is another one of my original productions!

Another way is joining a choir!  Keep an eye on the Temple website, Elijah and Facebook 
page for further announcements regarding rehearsals and performance at a Shabbat Ser-
vice.

Shalom,
Cantor Marnie Camhi cantor@bethmiriam.org

Last month, our students 
in grades 3-6 had the op-
portunity to share a Han-

nukah morning with res-
idents of the Atria.  They 

presented a short concert, 
led by Cantor Marnie and accompanied by 
madrich Jacob G.  Then students enjoyed 
games and puzzles with the residents, along 
with juice and latkes.

Many thanks to Karen Pingitore and Sharon 
Silverman who organized the events and 
the trip, and to the parents who drove and 
stayed to help.

From the Principal 
Stella Jeruzalmi Stanway
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Below are some impressions written by a few of 
the students who were there:

They are easy to talk to, but it is hard for them to 
hear.  I liked that I got to play dreidel. I liked look-
ing at the fish.
Noa CS.

Old people believe anything!
They enjoy our singing.
I liked eating latkes.
I liked seeing the old people trying to spin the 
dreidel.
Ava U.

I liked the latkes. Old people are smart.
Julia R.

I liked playing dreidel and liked singing the songs. Everyone enjoyed the songs.
Ray S.

I loved going to the Atria and see the old 
age.  It was cool to teach the old age a 
new game they’ve never played before!  
It must be fun for them to play games 
and eat new foods.

It must be cool that they learned anew 
holiday! I also really enjoyed singing 
Chanukkah songs to them.  I was really 
happy to see them smiling.
Talia T.

At the Atria, we played dreidel and it was really fun
Matt.
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Youth Group Outing

Kids in grades 4-8 got together at 
the Chocolate Works on Red Bank 
last month to hang out and “play” 
with chocolate.  We had 24 kids 

attend and lots of fun was had by all.  

Our next out of school event will be held 
on January 19 at 
Knockerball in the 
Monmouth Mall.  To 
attend, please get in touch with Stella 
Stanway at stellastanway@bethmiriam.
org
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The Programming Committee of Temple Beth Miriam presents Dinner and 
a Movie on Saturday night, January 26, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. with a showing of 
“The Women’s Balcony,” an Israeli film which was a New York Times and 

Los Angeles Times Critics’ Pick and Israel’s #1 film of the year. 

An accident during a bar mitzvah celebration leads to a gender rift in an 
Orthodox community in Jerusalem.  A good-hearted tale about women speaking 

truth to patriarchal power. 

Saturday, January 26, 2019 at 6:00pm 
Preceding the movie we will celebrate Havdallah followed by an Italian 

dinner catered by Nick’s Grill and Restaurant of Wanamassa. 
The cost is only $15/person.  Please RSVP to the TBM office at  

732-222-3754 or email to signups@bethmiriam.org

www.bethmiriam.org 
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PURIM IS COMING!

Purim begins on the evening of March 20th. Temple Beth 
Miriam will continue the custom of fulfilling the Purim 
mitzvah of Misloach Manot, the tradition of giving 
friends and family yummy gifts to spread the joy 

of the holiday. The Purim bags for temple members will 
remain the same at $4.00 each.

You will receive a letter of explanation; an order form; a 
two-sided list of temple members, staff, and teachers; and 
a list of those people you sent baskets to in 2018.  Please 
indicate the names of people you wish to give Purim baskets 
to this year and send the order form and lists back to the temple by 
Thursday, January 31, 2019 with your full payment. You may donate your basket, give baskets to 
non-temple members ($10.00 each), and reciprocate with other temple members, as described in 
the letter. 

You don’t want to miss out on being a part of this wonderful tradition and donating to the temple 
at the same time!

Thanking you in advance,

Wendy Sloter for the Purim Committee

Mazal Tov
Mazal tov to Eden Cotler who will be called up to the Torah on the occasion of her bat 
mitzvah on January 12 at 10 am.  May you go from strength to strength, Eden! My name 
is Eden Cotler. I am in 7th grade and I go to Ocean Township Intermediate School. I live in 
Wanamassa with my parents, my older sister Sadie, and my dog, Peanut. I enjoy making 
art, playing video games like Fortnite, playing soccer, and hanging out with my friends. 
   
My Kishrei Halev project is focused on bringing cheer and food to families staying at the 
Ronald McDonald house. It’s a small thing that can make a hard day a little easier for a 
family whose child is in the hospital.
   
I’m really  looking forward to my Bat Mitzvah. I’ve been waiting years for this day to 
come!
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We are grateful for the following donations

TBM Funds

Tree of Life –Contribution $180.
The Yahrzeit Memorials – Donation 
$500.
Prayer Book Fund – Contribution
Social and Community Action Fund 
Family Affair
Heimlich-Aaron Library Fund - Con-
tribution
The Endowment Fund 
Centennial Fund 
Tzedakeh Fund 
Rabbi Joseph Goldman Fund for 
Jewish Learning
Heimlich Memorial Scholarship 
Fund 
Dorothy Hirsch Scholarship 
Rabbi Discretionary Fund 
Cantor Discretionary Fund
The Carolyn Meyer Memorial Lec-
ture Fund
Neimark Shabbaton Institute
Berg-Bialek Youth Leadership Re-
treat Fund Conn Music Fund 
The Norty Kern Youth Scholarship 
Fund 
Arthur and Hazel Harmon Fund 
The Milton Ziment Fund for Scho-
lastic Achievement 
Sonya Grossman Art & Beautifica-
tion Fund 
The Katz Family Fund 
Temple Beth Miriam Wish List
Library Shelves (Dedication $1000)
Evelyn Blank Choral Fund 
Pess Family Youth Group Fund

Rabbis Discretionary Fund
Danielle DelCuore in memory of Jerry Levy

General Fund 
Anonymous

Kol Nidre
Al & Vivian Fried
Brian and Gina Gillet

Capital Campaign Fund
Darryl and Vita Dworkin

Special thanks to Cantor Marnie Camhi 
who donated funds for new much-needed 
microphones from the Cantor Discretion-
ary Fund.
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Our thanks extend to Brandl Restaurant and owners Chris and Reyna Brandl who opened their 
doors and hospitality to Beth Miriam and the Belmar community on the second night of Hannu-
kah.  The food was delicious and the spirit was festive!

Hannukah at 
Brandl Restaurant!
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Do you have a simcha you want to 
share with the congregation?  Braces 
came off?  New promotion?  Gradua-
tion?  New dog?  Let us know and we 

will share it in the Bulletin!

William Lerner
Bruce Berg
Julia Rotwein
Hazel Scott
Roberta Setrin
Judith Topilow
Andrea Phox
Andrea Fiest
Leah Rosen
Sophia Wiener
William Wiener
Joanne Edison
Susan Moore
Wendy Sloter
Harold Hodes
Keith Suchodolsky
Rita Berkow
Sharon Babitsky
Harris Bass
Mary Lee Bass
Araiya Casriel
Barry Bricken
John Angeles

Eden Cotler
Roy Dressner
Ian O’Neill
Rachael O’Neill
Julio Mouta
Elise Feldman
Hana Seckler
Ezra Lambert
Andrew Brosniak
Lisa Brosniak
Jolie Harkavy
Joseph Bader
Skyler Woods
Neal Usatin
Theo Usatin

Alan and Ava Salowe
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Mazal Tov, Judy Berg!
Mazal tov to Judy Berg who ended her formal term of service after 
28 years on the URJ National Board.  It’s hard to list all the things 
she has done during that time.  She has been a URJ Vice-Chair.  She 
chaired our Outreach Commission in its earlier days, held numer-
ous other leadership positions, and is now serving on the Commis-
sion for Social Action. 

But listing Judy’s formal committee roles is only part of the sto-
ry.  What’s most important about Judy is the intelligence, warmth, 

understanding and great judgment she brings to everything she does.   Judy says it 
has been a “true blessing” to be involved with the lay leaders and professionals of our 
Movement over the years.  In the words of the URJ, “Judy, your service on the Board 
and to our Movement has been a “true blessing” for all of us.  We look forward to con-
tinuing to benefit from your wisdom and leadership in the years ahead.”  

Mazal tov!

Dues/Billing Update
By now, all of you have received your dues statement for 2019, with a summary 
of any monies owed in 2018.  A special committee has convened to insure the 
invoices you are receiving are correct.  We have heard from many of you regard-
ing issues in the past.  

Please contact Wendy Sloter at 908-309-1822 or Harry Silverman at 732-
829-7830 with any questions, concerns or corrections.  Our goal is to eliminate 
confusion and provide accurate and timely resolution to any questions you may 
have.
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Yahrtzeits
May our loved ones’ memories be an eternal blessing

Jan 4th

Virginia Adler
Julius Applebaum
Pauline Bitterman
Sigmund Eisner
William Falk
Anna Fisher
Erna Friedman
Sidney Futuronsky
Marjorie Hersch
Nathan Holstein
Flora Housman
Rose Kochansky
Joseph Pearl
Morris Pilver
Michele Raskin
Oscar Reiner
Irving Reingold
Murray Rotwein
Moses Scher
Irving Schnur
Ethel Shevel
Shirley Skloff
Helen Spitalny
Myra Springer
Peter Stark
Vincent Vitale
Susan Warshauer
Ruth Weber
Ellie Yankow

Jan 11th

Lenore Agisim
Benjamin Baser
Abraham Bergman
Mascha Bernstein
Bridgette Billings
Carol Bloom
Susie Braiman
Solomon Brower
Martin Chomsky
Morris Cinnamon
Marvin Daniels
Serene Darnell
Lena Davis
Mildred Edelstein
Monroe Ehrenhalt
Pearl Goldman
Theresa Greenstone
Sonya Grossman
Mollie Halberg
Isaac Haskell
Florence Haupt
Mortimer Jolles
Erving Kastner
Linda Ledwitz
Sally Levin
Bella Mihalovich
Cecille Morris
Edith Moss
Gertrude Peters
Arlyne Reiter
Abraham Revits
Martin Rosenberg
Joseph Shapiro
Frances Tiplitz
Herman Turkel
Bessie Weissberg
Regina Weston

Jan 18th

Jeanette Applebbaum
Malvina Berger
Claire Bloom
Sonny Brousell
Esther Cohen
Alex Cohen
Mildred Cole
Elias Ehrenhalt
Rita Epstein
Sonia Epstein
Bernard Francis
Marc Friedman
Rose Goldenberg
Joseph Grossman
Jack Gussow
Barbara Haas
Theresa Heimlich
Marjorie Hollander
Ester Khajezadeh
Irving Krantz
Janet LaKritz
Margaret Lebowitz
Stella Levy
Lucille Levy
Helen Marlin
William Meyers
Betty Neiderhoffer
Louis Podell
Betty Reiner
Ester Rotwein
Anna Scher
Harry Schoenberg
Irving Singer
Marion Sokol

Jan 25th

Martha Altman
Nathan Brodbar
Jennie Brodie
Eve Brower
Sophie Buchsbaum
Anita Chomsky
Samuel Edelson
Sylvia Feinberg
Sady Francis
Shirley Friedman
Pauline Fromkin
Sarah Gordon
Mary Gray
Sam Gross
Irving Kaplan
Minnie Kohn
Fred Korn
Henry Lager
Morris Lefkowitz
Annie Lubin
Bernard Miller
Emanuel Mullen
Pearl Neiderman
Jeanette Parker
Jack Pearlmutter
David Reby
Henry Reschke
Chaim Sagalovsky
Therese Schultz
Mollie Schultz
Stanley Senett
Blanche Silverman
Emil Sostman
Milton Wasserman
Juilan Zellner
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                        @beth_miriam         facebook.com/bethmiriam    instagram.com/templebethmiriam 

Barry Edison eyedocbarry@gmail.com
Rabbi Cy Stanway rabbi@bethmiriam.org 
Cantor Marnie Camhi cantor@bethmiriam.org 
Religious School Principal Stella J. Stanway 
stellastanway@bethmiriam.org 
Adminstrator Frankie Langer tbmoffice@beth-
miriam.org 
Youth Group Stella Stanway stellastanway@
bethmiriam.org
Religious School Board Wendy Sloter redhead-
wjs@comcast.net 
Building Superintendent Rosy Franceschy 732-
762-4335 
House Committee Keith Kaplan kpkaplan@
icloud.com
Invesments Harry Silverman hjsilverman@
optonline.net 
Membership Steve Silver steve.silver@gmail.
com 
Sisterhood Point Persons Debbie Gerbman 

Your Board Members

dgerbman@comcast.net 
Cindy Singer cinsing@aol.com 
Relig. Pract. Sharon Silverman shari4h@
gmail.com
Immediate Past President Harry Silver-
man hjsilverman@comcast.net
Programing Mark Cohen imarkcohen@
comcast.net 
Men’s Club Barry Edison eyedocbarry@
aol.com
Danielle Delcuore danielledelcuore@
yahoo.com 
Brian Gillet gilletbg@optonline.net 
Alvin Goldman alvingoldm@aol.com 
Lori Goldstein lgoldstein83@verizon.net 

Kara Zappacosta karazappacosta@gmail.
com
Marian Gross mariangross@msn.com 
Stuart Lippsett lippsett1@verizon.net 

Patricia Shapiro patshapirorn@aol.
com 
Sharon Silverman shari4h@gmail.
com
Sandra Maseda sandyreym@gmail.
com
Chase Kaplan kaplanstudios@mac.
com
Roy Dressner rdres@optonline.net
Peter Grayson
David Nussbaum nussmeister1@
gmail.com

From the Mens’ Club
Al Goldman, President

I 
was pleased to be asked by new Temple President Bar-
ry Edison to take on the role of Mens Club President.  
As of the moment, there are no events scheduled,  

but  several members of the Mens club came up with 
some great ideas at our recent Tequila tasting event at 
Barry’s house last month.  I do plan to continue with our 
traditions of sponsoring and serving food at the Purim 
Carnival, our softball games vs.other temples, and  outings 
to Lakewood Blue Claws Baseball , but please contact me 
at any time with your thoughts and ideas. Many thanks.  
Alvin Goldman  alvingoldm@aol.com.
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“It is a tree of life to all who grasp it, and whoever holds on to it is happy; its ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all it paths are peace.” (Proverbs 3:17-18)

Torah usually refers to the Pentateuch, the first five books of the Hebrew Bible – Genesis, Exo-
dus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. These books make up the story of the Jewish peo-
ple. These ancient stories touch upon science, history, philosophy, ritual and ethics. Included are 
stories of individuals, families, wars, slavery and more. Virtually no subject was taboo for Torah. 
Running through these stories is the unique lens through which the Jewish people would come 
to view their world and their God.

Click here for this month’s Torah portions and commentaries

https://reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study

Our condolences extend to Susan Cooper Costanzo on the death of her father, William (Bud-
dy) Ames who passed away on December 18th.  The funeral was in Iselin on December 26.  
May his soul be bound up in the bonds of life and may his memory be a blessing and may 

those who mourn him be comforted among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 

d 

Beth Miriam mourns the death of Carleton Herer, the husband of Harriet Herer.  Though they 
moved to Florida several years ago, Carleton still holds a place of fondness in the hearts of 

those who knew him.  He was a master bird carver/artist, a frequent attendee at worship and a 
wonderful mensch.  May his soul be bound up in the bonds of life and may those who love him 

be comforted among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

Learn some Torah!

 We Share Sadness
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There has never been a better time to repair the world. 

In May 2019, as we continue to face legislative and cultural challenges to some of our deepest-held 
beliefs and values, social justice leaders from across the Reform Jewish Movement will gather in 
Washington, DC to chart our path forward. 

There has never been a better time to strengthen your congregation and community.

The Consultation on Conscience is an opportunity to deepen connections within congregations and 
across the Reform Movement, network with other communities facing similar social justice chal-
lenges and opportunities, build tangible organizing and advocacy skills, and make your mark on the 
federal as well as state landscape. 

There has never been a better time to invest in your own leadership.
We can promise you this: you will leave the Consultation on Conscience better prepared and posi-
tioned to lead your community in meaningful social justice work. Whether you attend as a member 
or leader of a Delegation, you have a powerful role to play in repairing the world. 

There has never been a better time for the Consultation on Conscience.   Join us. 

Go to: https://rac.org/consultation-conscience-2019 for details or to sign up.

In early December 2018 TBM former president Judy Berg organized a house meeting that was 
hosted Rabbi Cy and Stella Stanway, attended by TBM Board members and other congregants who 
have had a variety of roles as social justice leaders.

Social Action / Social Justice Committtee
Phil Falcone, SA/SJ Chair
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Judy’s agenda was an initiative from the 
CSA that involves 360 congregations 
across America, to devise strategies for fu-
ture efforts of the Reform Movement con-
cerning issues of social justice.

The house meeting at the Stanway’s fea-
tured a guided engagement conversation 
to brainstorm about which issues are most 
broadly and deeply felt. Judy’s goal was to 
assess the role, interest, and capacities of 
the Reform Jewish community in issues of 
social justice to influence RAC’s next social 
justice initiative.

Participants shared personal stories of ex-
periencing or witnessing injustice. Con-
cerns included antisemitism, women’s 

rights, racism, gun violence, abuse, mental health and homelessness.

What is it that empowers and unites Jews, that might engage us regarding issues of social jus-
tice? We heard at the meeting about the importance of community, our desire to debate and dis-
cuss, our compassion for others, out need to give back, our acceptance of others, our openness 
and our command to repair the world. This sets the tone for all we could accomplish.

Some participants felt it was better to stick with local initiatives like getting involved with food 
pantries and community kitchens to support those who are food insecure, dealing with home-
lessness and mental health issues, confronting sexism and racism, addressing women’s issues, 
promoting legal justice including voting rights, and helping immigrants. But the group seemed 
open to explore and pursue additional broader issues that are shared with Jews and others na-
tionally and globally, such as antisemitism, climate justice, gun violence, defense of Israel, securi-
ty at houses of worship, and engagement of unaffiliated and all Jews to make the synagogue and 
Jewish practice more meaningful.

Judy will report back key findings and takeaways from the TBM meeting to the RAC. The RAC 
will then analyze the findings from many such engagement conversations and develop a strate-
gic campaign that will take RAC’s social justice efforts through 2019 and beyond.

A selected RAC campaign plan will be announced at the Consultation on Conscience event spon-
sored by the RAC in Washington DC in May 2019.

Additionally, TBM’s Social Action Committee has the opportunity to move both RAC and local 
initiatives forward.

Judy can be reached at:
judy@judithbergassociates.com
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