
      TEMPLE BETH MIRIAM 180 LINCOLN AVE., ELBERON, NJ 07740 - 732-222-3754

TBM is an egalitarian community where traditional families, LGBTQ people, interfaith families and partners, singles, Jews-
by-Choice and anyone interested in finding a sanctuary will be welcome. You will always be embraced regardless of your 

background, previous affiliation, or Jewish knowledge.  We believe that you are a vital part of the Jewish future and present 
and we are a place in which to nurture and protect your Jewish self.  

Join us anytime for a class, a service or an event.  

180 Lincoln Ave, Elberon, NJ 07740 732-222-3754

tbmreception@bethmiriam.org   rabbi@bethmiriam.org

SHMOOZELETTER Please be aware that during the Coronavi-
rus epidemic, normal office hours may be 
disrupted.  Call the office before you plan 
to come to make sure someone is there.

All Classes and Events will be 
ONLINE at the following 
ZOOM Room Number: 

589-198-4173
P/W 181818

Theology Class: Wednesdays: 
10 am

Torah Study: Saturday 10 am
Talmud Study: Sunday 8 am

Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday 
7:30 pm 

Havdallah Saturday Nights: 
7:30 pm

May 30 
Part 1 Unorthodox 

Zoom Room

Everyone is welcome to 
every online event and class.  

Feel free to join us.

FROM THE RABBI 
RABBI CY STANWAY

You are all probably familiar with the Chi-
nese expression “May you live in interest-
ing times.”  We live in what are probably 
the most interesting times that any of us 
ever have, especially those born after WW 
II.  We have all heard the words: ‘unprece-
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dented, unreal, surreal,’ and so forth.  As Americans, we are simply not equipped to go into exile like this - especially an exile into our 
own homes (which is a paradoxical kind of exile, isn’t it?).  As Americans we haven’t seen anything like this.  But as Jews we have.

Exile plays a big part in Jewish history.  Name a country, we have probably been exiled from it.  And the exiles started long before 
then.  First the Assyrians, then the Baby-
lonians, then the Romans and leading up 
through the Dark Ages and the Middle 
Ages.  Jews and exile were as common as  
poverty and disease in those Middle and 
Dark Ages.  

So ingrained is the notion of exile is that, in 
the thousands of homes I have visited over 
the decades, I have seen the picture of the 
old man running away from a burning vil-
lage with a Torah in a tallit in his arms and 
escaping with his community.  (Thanks to 
Rabbi Google, I have found that an artist 
named Stanislaus Bender painted it).  My 
grandparents, of blessed memory, hung 
that very picture on their wall of their front 
foyer.  It seems to me now a reminder that 
upon going out and coming in there is a 
warning: exile can happen at any time and 
in a great many ways.

I don’t know how the present exile into our homes is going to be portrayed in the future.  But I do know the images we are seeing 
now and the created words are all now part of our identity.

None of us will forget our Seder this year.  Many of us were either alone or with one or two others while many of us were leading or 
participating in Zoom S’darim throughout the world.  

We will also never forget our Shabbatot, either.  We are coming together as a community and as a temple in numbers that far exceed 
our regular worship numbers.    Why?

For sure, at least one reason is that it is so convenient.  Turning on a computer and tuning into the Zoom Room or Facebook Live is 
simple and there is no driving involved.  But there is something else, too.  People need the anchor of the temple.  People are looking 
for reassurance that there is hope and a place of comfort.  People are looking for the familiar and the friendship, a place to share a 
prayer and a laugh.  And they are finding it at our temple.  Even people who have not been involved for years are finding a way back 
to the safety of our holy place.

We will never forget our classes.  I am still teaching Saturday Torah, Sunday Talmud, Wednesday Theology, Sunday morning Shmooze 
sessions with the temple teens.  The teaching never ends and the anchor of Beth Miriam has not wavered.  The temple leadership 
and board pivoted as we had to and the continunity has been amazing.  With the flexibility of the office staff, Rosy and Cantor Camhi, 
we have adapted as we needed to.  
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ZOOM on One Foot
Because all temple events are online, we have created a way to stay connected to the community and the congregation.  To join 
any class or service, joining Zoom is simple.  Go to Zoom.us and download the app.  Click the button on the top right and, when 
prompted, join the room number.  The rabbi’s room number (think of it as an address) is 589-198-4173 with the password 181818 
(the most Jewish number I could think of!).  If you have any questions, call the rabbi at 732-768-7773 for instant technical support.

This is totally Jewish.   There is not a single tradition that was not borne out of an exile experience, either ancient or modern.  Ev-
erything has its roots in the past and the past is colored and shaded with exile.  Today, too, we color our experiences with exile and 
I suspect will continue to do so.  But in the midst of this latest exile, we Jews do what we have always done: we band together as a 
family, we adapt worship, we continue studying any way we can, and we support and take care of each other.  That is the Jewish way 
and it is the Beth Miriam way.  



Shmoozeletter

MAY 2020 | 4 

MARNIE CAMHI

We are living through quite a moment in history.  Due to Covid-19, our world and usual rou-
tines are at a standstill and we have had to make the best of our current situation.  We have 
all had to make adjustments and find new ways to live our lives and educate our children. 
Governor Murphy has extended his order to keep the schools closed through May 15 and 
will then re-evaluate when we can start to go back to some semblance of normal, whatever 
that may look like…
 
We need to make the best out of this situation, turning lemons into lemonade. In my house, 
we have been able to eat meals as a family every day, something that was not possible with 
my husband’s long commute. The amount of dishes needed to be washed every day has 

increased exponentially with three people eating 3 meals a day plus snacks, but I won’t complain about that 
(well, I do, but that’s OK!).

At TBM, we have been able to still connect as a community with services and classes online using Zoom. I am 
very grateful for today’s technology which allows us to meet, pray and learn together. I am very glad that we are 
able to have our Temple community and support one another though this time as we always do.

Shalom,

Cantor Marnie Camhi
cantor@bethmiriam.org

FROM THE CANTOR
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
DR. BARRY EDISON

Some things remain the 
same for me during 
our Coronavirus So-
cial Distancing.  Each 
month I write about 
something that 1. 

Comes to my mind 2. 
Connects me to our syn-

agogue 3. And hopefully some 
read and find amusing.

Some things are also different now.   I 
am not sure I ever copied and pasted a 
joke before.  I found this searching “Top 
50 Clean Corona Virus Jokes.”  During 
our Virtual Seder I wondered how Cy 
was going to hide the afikomen.  He did 
in a picture.  Not only did we have to 
find the Afikomen but Waldo also made 
an appearance.  Hence my inspiration 
for the above.

We all need to be amused right now.  
I have heard the following two words 
mentioned quite frequently as we con-
tinue our quarantining....”I’m Done!”  
Though it has presented lots of chal-
lenges, we have and will continue to 
persevere.

Hope you got a laugh and continue to 
be safe and healthy.

Barry Edison
Temple President
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
STELLA JERUZALMI STANWAY

It so hard to believe that it’s time for me to write this article again…and that I and all of you have 
been at home for all this time.  Our regularly scheduled programming is, it seems, permanently 
suspended for the rest of the school year or at least till further notice.   We have no choice but to 
adjust, and so we have.

 

For the past 2 Sundays, with one Sunday off for Passover, the students have gotten pretty proficient 
at popping in and out of their Zoom classes according to the schedule that I’ve been sending out on Thursdays.  We 
have had to make some alterations to the way we are teaching, because we cannot deliver our curriculum in such a 
short period of time and certainly not virtually.  To compensate, we’ve added, with Cantor Marnie’s help, an additional 
period of specific prayer instruction, one for the 6/7 grade class and one for the 3/4/5 grade classes. 

 

Along with Karen Pigitore and Anna Vernick, we have also recruited Andrew Dressner and Eliza Howard, Madrichim 
alum who are now college students, and Lia Bram and Steven DelCuore, who are Madrichim, to work with Sharon 
Silverman and provide one on three tutoring for 20 minutes a week to supplement Hebrew reading instruction (we are 
calling it Tute Time) and that has been going very well and we are so grateful to the 4 volunteers.

 

Other special considerations are that the 6/7 grade class meets a bit later in the morning but for 2 periods with a 
break in between. Anna and Olivia’s young class meet all together and then only  the 1st and 2nd graders meet again 
after a break for more specific instruction in Hebrew reading.

 

Knowing that our Religious School Students are already spending so much of their time on the computer for their 
secular studies, our teachers have been aware how important it is that the students are getting to see each other this 
way and stay connected…they allow some flexibility to let the kids interact a little and chat before diving into content.   
Distilling these lessons into 30 minutes is near impossible and managing classes virtually is not an easy thing, with 
technical difficulties adding to the frustration. 

 

Our work is certainly cut out for us when we get back to the building and figuring out how to move on in our teaching. 
And yet, we have our blessings as well: that our attendance has actually been better, that the kids now know how to 
get from one class to the next, that it seems the time spent in Zoom classes are worthwhile, and that overall, we are 
making it work.
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Congratulations to our BINGO Champs!
The Coronavirus lockdown has made us more creative and looking for a 
laugh or two.  So, we had BINGO  online and it was a lot of fun for the hour 
or so for the couple of dozen people.  Congratulations to our winners!

Jackson Wolff
Barry and Paige Edison
Cantor Marnie and Melia Camhi
Naomi Brodbar
Marilyn Rosen
Barbara Bascom

Dear Congregants,

Since we cannot start our Children’s Program as planned 
due to COVID-19, we would still love to have some fun 
activities happening virtually for our little ones! How 
about reading your favorite book? 

We would love for you to send us a video of you or your 
children reading their favorite children’s book, so that 
we can put it up on the Temple Beth Miriam Facebook 
page for everyone to watch. 

If you would rather read it on Facebook live, we can 
make that happen, too. 

Please feel free to message the video via Facebook 
messenger to Temple Beth Miriam’s Facebook or send it 
via E-Mail to Weiner.Katha@gmail.com or Rabbi@beth-
miriam.org 

Thank you for participating and all the best to you and 
your families. 

Katharina Weiner

Read a Story on Facebook!



Shmoozeletter

MAY 2020 | 8 

Yahrtzeits
May our loved ones’ memories be an eternal blessing

May 8

Bessie May
Catherine Peckman
Frances Stein
Rebecca Freibaum
Harold Schwartz
Gertrude Algaze
Elizabeth Amplo
Howard Margolin
Philip Rubin
Arlene Scherer
Jack Seidman
Mollie Glassman
Ellen Lehn
Helen Vogel
Agnes Erhard
Anne Kreizman
Arlene Querido
David Resnikoff
Elizabeth White
Charles Brauer
Bella Doctorow
Judith Elkin
Daniel Lorber
Rose Schoenberg
Jack Spergel
Virginia Berg
Morris Bricken
Dora Brower
David Freedman
Jerome Kaplan
Bella Leibowitt
Thomas Mannion
Millard Rosenfeld
Donald Rotwein
Edward Turkel
Abraham Vogel
Louis Weber

May 15

Toby Diskin
Charles Frankel
Malcolm Gillet
Belle Hocky
Robert Jacobson
Samson Katz
Ken Negin
Betty Resnikoff
Charles Stamler
Mildred Tepper
Anna Goldstein
Faith Lessig
Sidney Sirota
Eve Berg
Marilyn Bronstein
Lee Klugman
Harry Weissberg
Luba Aaron
Mary Panaccione
Esfir Sagalovsky
Emanuel Feldman
Arthur Landberg
Kate Schaefler
Ruben Segall
Leonard Casner
Beverly Freedman
Lillian Kava
Rosalyn Nagel
Millie Black
Jessica Gordon
Isadore Mirsky

May 22

Josephine Cramer
Charles Erlanger
Molli Hersch
Heimlich Aaron Bar-
bara
Mary Gottstein
Barbara Heimlich-Aar-
on
Harry Negin
Salowe Ruth
Mae Warner
Muriel Brown
Evelyn Rosenkranz
Philip  Schulman
Mollie Wichtel
Albert Berg
Anna Eisner
Robert Krueger
Bernard Spector
Robert Bennett
Janice B. Caine
Rose Kleiner
Harry Koehler
Hattie Mendelson
Dora Rubin
Regina Ballin
Arnold Denby
William Hasburg
Lillian Herer
Louis Klugman
Abraham Ledwitz
Helen Oliner
Thelma Segall
Herman York
Anna Calafates
Sadie Cutler
Samuel Ehrenhalt
Bertha Fastov
Hazel Harmon
Harry Kass
Samuel Nathanson

May 29

Harry Becker
Marvin Broder
Dina Kastner
Harold Seldin
Abraham Ash
Edward Morris
Mollie Olsan
Joseph Rosenbaum
William Seligman
Bessie Bluth
Betty Miller
Phyllis Phox
Abraham Weinstein
Cristina Weiss
Estelle Bernheim 
Schwartz
Lester Eisner
Evelyn Friedenberg
A. Walter Wiener  
Samuel Arbus
Hattie Beitman
Judith Benn
Ruth Brandt
Harriet Eisenstodt
Ernest Heimlich
Ester Kahn
Joshua Lazarus
Donald Littman
Sylvia Simon
Jeanne Solon
Julius Flink
Samuel Fromkin
Donald Klopfer
Philip Lane
Nettie Rothschild

June 5

Robert Adelson
Max Schwartz
Rosemarie Vaccaro
Barney Barrett
Georgia Holof
Benjamin Hyman
Robert Moray
William Rippner
Joshua Amron
Sara Greenman
Samuel Altman
Hannah Turkel
Albert Bloomfield
Vivian Goldstein
KAILA GORDON
David Silberstein
Jeanette Bergman
Abraham Buchsbaum
Jennie Cohen
Thomas Knotts
Florence Levitz
Esther Lewis
Thomas Abrams
William Erhard
James Griffiths
Allen Kamm
Annette Kaplan
George Lerner
George Oser
Joan Pearl
Sophia Podell
Norman Tanzman
Joseph Weber



Shmoozeletter

MAY 2020 | 9 

Thank you for your tzedakah!

Yahrtzeit Plaque Space

In a congregation with as much history as Beth Miri-
am, it is inevitable that we begin to run out of space 
on the Yahrtzeit boards.  Over the years many families 
have placed ‘Reserved’ plaques for themselves.  The 
problem is that no one knows who they are reserved 
for or even who reserved them.  Therefore, we are 
asking that, if you have a reserved plaque, you let the 
temple know at 732-222-3754 (if you know where 
the plaque is) or come in to show us.  This way, we 
can make a record so that, when the time comes, we 
know exactly where the plaque with a family name 
should be placed.  If we don’t hear from the family, we 
will have to open that space up so that there is space 
on the board.  Please get in touch with the temple be-
fore June 1st, 2020.  Thank you for your help. 

Norma and Richard Daniels
Heimlich-Aaron Library Fund 
In memory of Trever Bavar, DDS and in memory of David Zendell

Bob and Myrna Raskin
Rabbis Discretionary Fund
In honor of the temple’s work in supporting its members during this difficult time

The temple family extends 
its deepest condolences 
to the family of Ira Warner, 
z”l who passed away early 
last month.  Ira is the be-
loved husband of Corynn 
and the father of Amy and 
Lori.  Ira was a life-long 
member of the temple 
and one of its strongest 
supporters and propo-
nents.  His grace, charm, 
generosity and class will 

be missed by his family, friends and clients.  

May his soul be bound up on the bonds of life and may 
his memory be a blessing.

Ira Warner, of blessed memory
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WEB ALLIANCE 
INTERNATIONAL

S T R A T E G I C  D I G I T A L  M A R K E T I N G

Thomas J. Forgione
Marketing Director

(aka Chief of Customer Happiness)

30 Main Street
First Floor

Toms River, NJ 08753

732.818.0080 x102
 www.waisite.com

tf@waisite.com
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President Barry Edison 
eyedocbarry@gmail.com
Rabbi Cy Stanway 
rabbi@bethmiriam.org 
Cantor Marnie Camhi 
cantor@bethmiriam.org 
Religious School Principal Stella 
J. Stanway 
stellastanway@bethmiriam.org 
Youth Group Stella Stanway 
stellastanway@bethmiriam.org
Religious School Board Wendy 
Sloter redheadwjs@comcast.net 
Building Superintendent Rosy 
Franceschy 732-762-4335 
House Committee Keith Kaplan 
kpkaplan@icloud.com
Invesments Harry Silverman 
hjsilverman@optonline.net 
Membership Steve Silver 
steve.silver@gmail.com 
Sisterhood Point Persons 
Debbie Gerbman 
dgerbman@comcast.net 
Cindy Singer 
cinsing@aol.com 
Relig. Pract. Sharon Silverman 
shari4h@gmail.com
Social Action/Social Justice Phil 
Falcone 
pffalcone@gmail.com
Immediate Past President Harry 
Silverman 
hjsilverman@optonline.net
Men’s Club Alvin Goldman 
alvingoldm@aol.com 

TBM BOARD MEMBERS

Danielle Delcuore 
danielledelcuore@yahoo.
com 
Brian Gillet 
gilletbg@optonline.net 
Alvin Goldman 
alvingoldm@aol.com 
Lori Goldstein 
lgoldstein83@verizon.net 
Kara Zappacosta 
karazappacosta@gmail.
com
Don Pingitore
kg2nv@optonline.net
Rebecca Levin
rlreb8@gmail.com 
Stuart Lippsett 
lippsett1@verizon.net 
Patricia Shapiro 
patshapirorn@aol.com 
Sharon Silverman 
shari4h@gmail.com
Sandra Maseda Perez
sandyreym@gmail.com
Chase Kaplan 
kaplanstudios@mac.com
Roy Dressner 
rdres@optonline.net
Peter Grayson
Fred Eckhaus 
fielaw@gmail.com
David Nussbaum 
nussmeister1@gmail.com

The TBM website now accepts donations through 
PayPal.  Go to the home page, look at the menu 
bar at the top of the page and you can make 
your donation.  This is only for donations, not 
dues payments.  Once you click the link, you will 
be taken to a PayPal page where you can specify 
the amount and, once you confirm, you will be 
taken to a Notes page to let us know what you 
donated for.  If you have any questions, call the 
office at 732-222-3754.
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TBM FUNDS

Tree of Life – An engraved leaf on the tree bearing the 
name of the person honored on occasions such as Bar/
Bat Mitzvahs, birth, marriage or any other simcha.  Con-
tribution $180.
The Yahrtzeit Memorials - memorialize your loved one in 
the sanctuary - $500
Prayer Book Fund – Bookplates are inserted in recogni-
tion of donation.  Contribution $36.
Social and Community Action Fund – Provides support for 
local community programs.
Family Affair – A committee of caring to any of our temple 
members in good times as well as challenging times
Heimlich-Aaron Library Fund – In support of the library 
and its needs
The Endowment Fund – For the preservation of our tem-
ple and to enable us to fulfill our spiritual, educational, 
cultural and social needs.
Tzedakeh Fund – Financial assistance to congregants
Rabbi Joseph Goldman Fund for Jewish Learning – Pro-
ceeds support an array of educational programs.
Heimlich Memorial Scholarship Fund – Proceeds of this 
fund are to be used to underwrite a partial scholarship to 
a college or school of higher education. 
Rabbi Discretionary Fund: utilized by the rabbi for pur-
poses of tzedakah and discreet support.
Berg-Bialek Youth Leadership Retreat Fund – This fund is 

used to supplement the cost of youth leadership retreats.
Conn Music Fund – Used to provide special musical pro-
grams and/or performances during holiday or special cel-
ebration.
The Norty Kern Youth Scholarship Fund – Proceeds of this 
fund will be used to support Religious School students 
on class trips.
Arthur and Hazel Harmon Fund – The fund is an annual 
award for a Temple Beth Miriam student  Grades 8-12 who 
has accomplished an outstanding service project for the 
benefit of the local community or for the Temple congre-
gation. The award will be $200.
The Milton Ziment Fund for Scholastic Achievement - An 
annual prize(s) for students of the Religious School who 
gain recognition for exceptional academic performance.
The Katz Family Fund – Religious School scholarship fund 
for families with the need for support
Temple Beth Miriam Wish List – Proceeds are used to help 
provide needed things not in the budget
Pess Family Youth Group Fund – Established by Lois & 
Gary Pess & will be used for all Youth Group activities not 
covered by other existing funds.
Cantor Discretionary Fund – This fund is directed by the 
Cantor of the congregation toward non-budgeted musical 
activities in the congregation.
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